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Full report 
 
Information about the provider 

 ESPA College, opened in 1995, is part of Education and Services for People with Autism, a 
limited company with charitable status. The college provides education and specialist 
support for day and residential students who have autism spectrum disorder, aged 16 to 
25 years, from the local region and nationally. There are currently 41 day and eight 
residential students. The college is based across four sites, with two halls of residence. At 
8% of students are of minority ethnic heritage and 88% are male. 

What does the provider need to do to improve further? 
 
 Trustees and leaders should work with managers and staff to: 

 maximise students’ opportunities to learn inside and outside lessons by ensuring that 
the information technology (IT) systems at the college are fit for purpose and reliable 
at all sites 

 develop additional partnerships with employers to provide students with the 
opportunity to develop their skills in a wider range of workplace settings and to 
increase the numbers who progress from ESPA into paid employment 

 ensure that middle managers receive training and ongoing support on how to use 
management information and data effectively to enable them to set challenging 
improvement targets 

 ensure that all staff receive training and are assessed in the use of personal 
emergency evacuation plans (PEEPs) so that they know what actions to take in an 
emergency, to ensure that the few students who have been issued with the plan are 
safe at all times   

 ensure that the quality of provision is good at all college sites, particularly at 
Middlesbrough. 

 Managers should ensure that tutors receive feedback regarding the quality of their 
lessons which focuses more on learning, standards of students’ work, the level of their 
skills development and their progress, and less on the process of teaching. 

 Tutors of discrete English and mathematics classes should clearly explain to students why 
they are developing these skills and provide them with real examples of how and when 
they will use them in all aspects of their lives, so that students are motivated to make 
good or better progress in developing these skills for use at work, at home and in the 
community.  
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 The chief executive, the principal 
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 Health and safety audits are regular and thorough; individual risk assessments take good 
account of the individual needs of each student. However, a minority of staff do not know 
the actions to take in an emergency for the few students who have been issued with a 
personal emergency evacuation plan (PEEP). 

 Students have a good understanding of how to keep themselves safe when using the 
internet, and at college. They feel safe, they adopt safe working practices in practical 
learning sessions and they know how, and when, to report any concerns regarding their 
safety. 

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 

 
 Students make good progress in developing their personal, communication and 

independence skills; they learn to manage their behaviour effectively and develop their 
ability to interact appropriately with each other and the wider community. 
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 Students receive good careers guidance and advice. Just over half of the students benefit 





http://www.espa.org.uk/
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Information about this inspection 
 
The inspection team was assisted by the college coordinator, as nominee. Inspectors took 
account of the provider’s most recent self-assessment report and development plans, and 
the previous inspection report. Inspectors used group and individual interviews and 
telephone calls to gather the views of students and employers; these views are reflected 
within the report. They observed learning sessions, assessments and progress reviews. The 
inspection took into account all relevant provision at the provider. 
 
Inspection team 
 

Denise Olander, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Ben Walsh Ofsted Inspector 

Lesley Talbot-Strettle Ofsted Inspector 

Dan Grant Ofsted Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy 

of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Learner View 
Learner View is a website where learners can tell Ofsted what they think about their college or provider. They 

can also see what other learners think about them too. To find out more go to 

www.learnerview.ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

Employer View 
Employer View is a website where employers can tell Ofsted what they think about their employees' college or 

provider. They can also see what other employers think about them too. To find out more go to 
www.employerview.ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

 
 

 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to achieve 

excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It 

regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family Court Advisory 
and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and skills, adult and 

community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please telephone 

0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms 

of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government
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